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IMPACT VEST QUESTION & ANSWER 

 
 
The following Q&A document has been produced by the iQFOiL Class Technical Committee 
in response to questions received during the 2024 iQFOiL World Championships 2024 
recently held in Lanzarote. This document is issued as guidance only and should not be used 
by athlete for compliance matters, the responsibility with regards to rule compliance rests 
solely with an athlete. 
 
For the purpose of clarity, the Q&A issued around impact vests which was published during 
that event, is copied below and forms question 1.  
 
Question 1  
Athletes and Coaches within the iQFOiL class have asked whether the Spinlock "Aero Pro" 
life jacket meets Class Rule C.3.2(a)iii. Since receiving this question the TC has also been 
asked about a number of other products. The following is the answer for all products. 
 
Answer 1 
According to Article C.3.2(a)(iii) of the iQFOiL Class Rules, an Impact Vest is mandatory. 
After January 1st of 2024, the impact vest shall comply with the minimum standard ISO 
12402- 5, or USCG Type III, or AS 4758 Level 50 or equivalent, and shall be used at all times. 
The class rule also defines an impact vest. "An impact vest is a garment worn on the torso 
which is specifically designed to protect the wearer around the torso from impact".  
 
In the opinion of the Technical Committee, the Spinlock vest is first and foremost a PFD. It 
can attain some characteristics of impact protection to the spine area only with the addition 
of an optional pad inserted into a pocket that also can act as a hydration pouch.  
 
The Technical Committee acknowledges that compliant products are available in the market 
that align with Article C.3.2(a)(iii) of the iQFOiL Class Rules. These products are designed to 
be impact vests and have added the floatation foam to reach the floatation standard. If the 
manufacturer does not specifically design the product as an impact vest, it is not allowed. 
 
Question 2 
How is an athlete supposed to identify whether a product meets one of the 
floatation/buoyancy standards listed in Class Rule C.3.2(a)(iii)? 
 
Answer 2 
ISO 12402-5, USCG Type III and AS 4758 Level 50 all require a product to be marked with 
the standard against which the product has been assessed.  
 
Since June 2023, the USCG Type III has incorporated ISO 12402-5 into its approval 
process – therefore a USCG Type III approved PFD is expected to be labelled in 
accordance with ISO 12402-5.  
 
AS 4758 closely follows ISO 12402-5 such that a PFD built to AS 4758 is expected to be 
labelled in accordance with ISO 12402-5.  
 

mailto:info@iqfoilclass.org
http://www.iqfoilclass.org/


International iQFOiL Class Association 
E-Mail: info@iqfoilclass.org Web: www.iqfoilclass.org 

c/o Fischer Ramp Buchmann AG 
Brandschenkestrasse 6 

8001 Zürich, SWITZERLAND 

 

 

Text as extracted from ISO 12402-5 is shown below; 
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As the labelling requirements of ISO 12402-5 are broadly copied across the three identified 
standards in Class Rule C.3.2(a)(iii), it is expected that products purchased by an athlete 
should be checked to ensure that they look to comply with the above requirements.  
 
Note – all of the PFD/Impact Vests presented at the 2024 World Championships were 
marked as compliant with ISO 12402-5, there were no products presented that were in 
accordance with USCG Type III or AS 4758.  
 
Question 3 
Why is it important that I wear the right sized PFD/impact vest and why is this checked? 
 
Answer 3 
ISO standard 12402-5, clause 5.3.4 is copied below for reference. 
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a. A manufacturer, in order to comply with ISO 12402-5, shall mark an item stating the 
minimum and maximum user's mass, of which the primary means indicating would be around 
a statement relating to the users mass and girth ranges.  
 
b. A manufacturer, in order to comply with ISO 12402-5, shall test according to the buoyancy 
ranges as prescribed in Table 2 of clause 5.3.4.2. 
 
Supporting the above, the following extract is taken from World Sailing International 
Measurers Manual.  
 

 
 

ISO 12402-5 requires a manufacturer to produce products which are identifiable as suitable 
for a certain weight range. World Sailing International Measurers manual provides clarity that 
it should be checked that the correct sized PFD/impact vest is worn by the competitor.  
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